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CONFIDENTIAL JOHANNESBURG 1518 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, SF 

SUBJECT: SECOND ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION ON JUNE 16 OF SOWETO 
1976 

1 . IN LIGHT OF UNCERTAINTY ABOUT WHAT MAY TRANSPIRE JUNE 16 

IN JOHANNESBURG, SOWETO, AND OTHER TOWNS AND TOWNSHIPS NEARBY, 
POST WILL CLOSE SOWETO READING ROOM THAT DAY. IN ADDITION, 

USG EMPLOYEES WILL BE EXCUSED FROM WORK EARLY IF THEY WISH 
ATTEND MEMORIAL SERVICE OR AVOID POSSIBLE TROUBLES EN ROUTE 
HOME. THERE IS SOME APPREHENSION OF DANGER FELT BY BOTH WHITE 
AND BLACK EMPLOYEES. 

2. BISHOP MANAS BUTHELEZI TOLD CG JUNE 15 HE BELIEVED BLACKS 
WISHED KEEP ANNIVERSARY QUIET, BUT SUSPECTED POLICE MIGHT 
PROVOKE CONFRONTATION. POLICE ARE EVIDENT IN SOWETO IN FORCE 
AND HAVE BEEN ACTIVE IN PAST FEW DAYS IN DETAINING POTENTIAL 
MILITANTS. ONE SIGN OF CLOSER SURVEILLANCE AND THIGHTER CONTROL 
IS REPORTED BANNING JUNE 15 OF CHURCH MAGAZINE "THE VOICE." 

ANOTHER IS DETENTION IN PAST TEN DAYS OF ALL YOUNG CHRISTIAN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 JOHANN 01518 151524Z 

WORKERS' EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS BUT TWO. 

3. ANOTHER ASPECT OF BLACKS' ORGANIZING MEMORIAL SERVICES IS 

OF COURSE THAT OF A WORK BOYCOTT. WHILE THIS ASPECT IS UNVOICED 
IT IS PRESENT. IT WILL BE INTERESTING TO SEE DEGREE OF ABSENTEEISM 
IN JOHANNESBURG OFFICES JUNE 16. INTIMIDATION OF WORKERS IS 
UNLIKELY, GIVEN STUDENTS' CALL FOR CALM, BUT NOT IMPOSSIBLE IN 
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SOME CASES. 

4. BRITISH AND AUSTRALIAN MISSIONS SUGGESTED TO POST THAT THE 
THREE OFFICES JOINTLY SEND REPRESENTATIVES TO JUNE 16 MEMORIAL 
SERVICE AT REGINA MUNDI CATHOLIC CHURCH IN SOWETO. POST RESPONDED 
NO ON SEVERAL GROUNDS, PRINCIPALLY BECAUSE OF RISK OF TROUBLE, 

SUSPICION BY SOME WE MIGHT BE CAPITALIZING UPON TRAGEDY IN SUCH 
PUBLIC WAY FOR POLITICAL REASONS, AND FACT THAT CG AND CONSUL 
HAD ALREADY ATTDED MEMORIAL VIGIL SERVICE AT ST. MARY'S ANGLICAN 
CATHEDRAL. ATTENDANCE NOT PUBLICIZED, BUT COULD BE MENTIONED IF 
QUESTION AROSE "WHERE WERE AMERICANS?" 

JOHNSON 
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